EVESHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of EVESHAM TOWN COUNCIL held at 6.30 pm on MONDAY 10
OCTOBER 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Evesham.
Those present:
Vice Chairman:

Cllr F Kaler ( Mayor)

Councillors:

Cllr Mrs S Amor, Cllr A Barlow, Cllr A P Booth, Cllr R Bowers,
Cllr P Boyd, Cllr M D Elliman, Cllr M S Goodge, Cllr Miss E Haynes,
Cllr C D Homer, Cllr Mrs L S Jakeman, Cllr Mrs J Johnson,
Cllr R S W Jones (Deputy Mayor) Cllr Mrs D R Raphael,
Cllr R W Raphael, Cllr Mrs M Sale, Cllr Mrs J E Sandalls,
Cllr Mrs F S Smith, Cllr J H Smith OBE, Cllr N S Tucker,
Cllr Mrs R J Whiting

Officers:

Mr S D Carter (Town Clerk)

70.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Barclay, Bulman and Tether.
71.

Declarations of pecuniary or other interest (if any)

Cllr Sandalls declared an interest in minute 76 (Planning) as she is on the Planning Committee at
Wychavon District Council (WDC)
72.

Announcements by the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor reminded Members of the Annual Town Bonfire on Saturday 5th November and
asked for volunteers to contact the office. He also informed Members of a Charity Curry Night on
22 November at the Blue Lagoon and also of a planned Wallace House Open Day/Reveal of the
new windows which was due to take place late November/early December.
73.

Minutes of the Previous Meetings

The Clerk had circulated with the agenda the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 September 2016.
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes be adopted as a true record.
74.

Committee Minutes
a) Planning and Estates Committee 26 September 2016
It was moved and seconded that the minutes be approved and the recommendations
adopted.
b) Personnel Committee 3 October 2016
It was moved and seconded that the minutes be approved and the recommendations
adopted.

75.

Finance Payments and Receipts for September 2016

Evesham Town Council s payments and receipts for the months of September 2016 were
circulated to Members with the agenda. In response to a question regarding Wallace House
payments the Clerk reported that there had been cash flow in the current month and that it was
hoped to be easier in the month of October/November.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council payments for the month of September as attached at
appendix A, amounting to £48,543.13 (NET) be approved and the receipts be NOTED.
76.

Planning Applications
(a)

16/01808/PN Mr & Mrs Kedward, R K Services, Lower Leys Demolish former vehicle workshop and vehicle hire buildings, service bay, office,
reception and construct three apartments. It was recommended that permission is
refused considered insufficient parking capacity and it was felt that there was not
enough information to make an informed recommendation.

(b)

16/02252/PP - Mr D Simms, 49 Lichfield Avenue, Single storey rear extension
It was recommended that this proposal is approved subject to the proposal not
affecting neighbouring properties.

(c)

16/01614/PP - Mr & Mrs V Pilade, The Orchard - replacement of existing garage
with a new one with ancillary accommodation over and the erection of a carport.
It was recommended that this proposal is approved subject to the ancillary
accommodation not being used as commercial rent.

(d)

16/02099/CU - Luminaire Kinesis, 32 Port Street - refurbishment of existing
commercial unit to provide new Ground Floor Restaurant with supporting kitchen
facilities and retaining and refurbishing existing residential flat above. Change of
use A1 to A3.
It was recommended that this proposal is approved subject to the proposal not
adversely affecting neighbouring properties.

(e)

16/02237/PN - Primafruit Limited, Enterprise Way, Vale Park - extension of B2,
B8 unit and ancillary plant and chiller as approved under permission ref no.
W/15/00911/PN but without compliance with condition no. 3 (so as to remove the
need to provide flood defence measures). It was recommended that this proposal is
approved subject to the officers at WDC/Severn Trent and the Environmental
Agency are happy with the proposal - but concern was raised that Phase 3 may
also have a detrimental affect on this proposal.

77.

Town Signage

(a)

Mr Shawn Riley (WDC Evesham Business Partnerships Manager) gave a presentation,
which Members had already received in a report circulated with the agenda, regarding
proposed town signage. Mr Riley was seeking three resolutions:
(i)

Members liked and agreed the pictures to be affixed to the Welcome to
Evesham town signs

(ii)

Members to reconsider the initial decision not to allow The Regal Cinema
on the Evesham brown tourist signs.

(iii)

Members consider funding the shortfall for all the replacement signs around
the town.

Firstly Members considered all 8 images and the proposed location of each Welcome to
Evesham signs. It was confirmed because of Highways England regulations, the Evesham Crest
could not be displayed on the Welcome to Evesham signs but all the other information could.
Members RESOLVED to support the chosen images and the locations as put forward.
Members then considered the Evesham Tourism plates which are the brown tourist signs.
Previously Members had objected to having the Regal Cinema feature on the signs and instead had
requested that the wording be replaced with Abbey Park. This would mean that the new signs
would feature:
 Abbey Park
 Almonry Museum
 Battlefield Site
 Bell Tower
 Evesham Arts Centre
Plus the nationally recognisable generic symbols
Mr Riley asked Members to reconsider the decision not to include the Regal Cinema and replace it
with Abbey Park. He stated that the Regal Cinema was a popular and arguably the main attraction
to Evesham for people outside of the town in terms of visitors. Mr Riley highlighted an article in
the Birmingham Mail which indicated how worthwhile it was travelling from Birmingham to go to
the Regal Cinema. Members were also reminded that the cinema was publicly funded and that it
was a business that brought lots of people to the town, it was therefore important to look at it from
a perspective outside Evesham and that he would like to see it on the tourism plates. It was
questioned whether instead of Regal Cinema it could be replaced with Art Deco cinema. In
response Mr Riley stated that the Regal Cinema itself was a brand which was known beyond
Evesham and to put Art Deco cinema might confuse matters. It was also commented that Abbey
Park could go next to the Bell Tower as, in effect, the Bell Tower was in Abbey Park so it might be
pertinent to put Bell Tower/Abbey Park on one line which would make room for The Regal
Cinema. Following debate it was RESOLVED to agree that the Regal Cinema be placed on the
Tourism brown signs and to see if Bell Tower/Abbey Park could be merged on one line. If this is
not possible then Abbey Park could come off the sign and replaced by Regal Cinema.
Moving onto the funding, it was confirmed that to replace or to bring in 7 new map display
cabinets, the design and print, 15 new replacement tourist finger point signs, 26 new replacement
traffic signs and 8 Welcome to Evesham signs including the photos would cost £27,919.00.
Funding had been obtained totalling £25,000 (£2000 from Cllr John Smith OBE WCC delegated
budget, £5000 from WDC, and £18,000 from B & M section 106 commitment) leaving a shortfall
of £2919.00 which Evesham Town Council was being asked to contribute. When asked which
budget heading this could come out of, the Clerk confirmed that the Town Plan had a budget for
this and as this was a Town Plan project it would be appropriate to take the funding from there.
Following debate it was RESOLVED that the Council contribute £2919.00 towards the project
funding from the Town Plan budget.
(b)

Evesham Business Manager s report and request for funding

Mr Riley presented his report to the Town Council. He was asked to clarify his new role within
WDC which he reassured would not change much in what he does for Evesham but would mean
that there would be 3 staff covering the district. He would become the Wychavon Inward
Investment Manager . He would still continue to organise events in Evesham. In response to a
question regarding Pershore Town Council s funding of MTP, Mr Riley advised that they did not

contribute, however they did not have as many events in the town as Evesham. He also advised
that the town council in Pershore organised the Christmas Lights event which he did here in
Evesham. When asked to clarify the future plans for the Christmas Light switch on event and the
rumour that it was going to be passed onto another body, Mr Riley confirmed that he certainly
would welcome anyone who wished to take on the event. However, this year he would organise it
as usual. Mr Riley added that there had been some interest about organising the event but this had
not come to anything.
Moving to the funding request, Mr Riley had requested £15,000 again for 2017/18 from the Town
Council. This was made up of £3,000 for attracting inward investment, £3,000 for business
support grants and £9,000 for local distinctiveness.
Mr Riley was congratulated for his work and it was proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr
Mrs Raphael and RESOLVED that £15,000 to be earmarked to give to Mr Riley.
78.

Conclusion of the Annual Audit

Members considered the Annual Return which had been signed off by the External Auditor.
Members NOTED the comments.
79.

Name Badges

Members considered all the option and prices as detailed in the report. Some members suggested
that they didn t want a badge, however it was proposed and seconded that Option A be the badge
of choice. It was also agreed that if you didn t want a badge, you didn t have to have one.
Members were to advise the Town Clerk if they felt they didn t want to have one. The cost was
noted at £4.97 per badge plus VAT.
80.

The Almonry s Albums to Share Project

Members read the report on the work Mrs Adele Webb form the Almonry had undertaken in
support helping those with Dementia in the town. Placed in front of Members were some pilot
albums for members to look at. Mrs Webb was fully supported and commended on her work.
NOTED
81.

In accordance with the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960, it was
RESOLVED that the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted.

82.

Waterside Cemetery Request for a Contribution towards the cost of repairs to the
Hospital Wall.

Members took on board the advice of the Solicitors that the Town Clerk had obtained and also the
information stated before in the survey undertaken by the hospital however they were of the
opinion that they were unwilling to meet the request of the hospital. It was therefore RESOLVED
to write back to the hospital to say that the Council were unwilling to make a contribution.
83.

Reports from Council s Representatives

Cllr John Smith gave a brief report on the French Twinning visit form the town s twin town of
Dreux. The visitors had been especially grateful for the hospitality of the Mayor who had greeted
them at the Town Hall.

83.

Matters of urgency raised, for information only, at the discretion of the Town Mayor

Members requested that the Mayoral Board be updated and also look at the provision of a new
plaque for the late Cllr Ron Cartwright who had been made Honorary Freeman.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.50 pm

COUNCILLOR F KALER
MAYOR

